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will be seen below, he was able later to obtain the nucleus of his Caspian
fleet from an unexpected quarter.

The festival of Nau Ruz was celebrated at the camp in the customary
fashion.

According to Mirza Mahdi, Nadir, at this time, fully intended to abdi-
cate in favour of one of his sons and to retire to Kalat, as soon as he had
come to a final settlement with Turkey.1

Before opening his campaign in the spring of 1742, Nadir sent his
agents northwards to Enderi and Kostek, in the country of the Qumiqs,
to purchase supplies and horses, but these tribespeople angered the Shah
by charging exorbitant prices, and by taking part in robberies, as well as
helping the Lazgis.2

At the end of May, 1742, Nadir marched against the rebels of Tabar-
saran, whom he attacked in considerable force on three occasions, but
in each case he was unsuccessful, and on the last occasion he barely escaped
with his life.8 Surkhai and the Shamkhal Khass Fulad were with the Shah
most of the time, and " in the performance of their service made no
fault "* ; the Usmi Ahmad Khan, on the other hand, renounced his
allegiance, and retreated to his strong castle of Quraish.

It was in July, 1742, that the connection began between Captain Elton
and the Persian Government which was destined to have such unfortunate
consequences for the Russia Company and to end in disaster and death
for Elton himself.

At the end of June in that year the vessel which Elton had just built
at Kazan for the conveyance of the British merchants' goods between
Astrakhan and the Persian ports on the Caspian arrived at Enzeli on her
maiden voyage.5 She carried a composite crew of Russian and British
seamen and was commanded by Captain Woodroofe ; Captain Elton
was also on board. When her cargo of English goods had been dis-
charged at Enzeli, for disposal in Persia, the vessel was taken into the
service of the Persian Government, and was used on two occasions in
1742 for the conveyance of rice to Darband ; the troubles that arose with
the Russians in consequence of these voyages and of Elton's other actions
will be described in Appendix L By utilising this British vessel for the
transport of rice from Persia, Nadir was able, to some extent, to break
through the monopolistic ring formed by the Russian traders for the
conveyance of foodstuffs by sea to his forces in Daghistan ; this was

1 T.N., p. 234.   It is difficult to say whether Nadir seriously intended to do this.
*Btrtkov, Vol. I, p. 212.

'Ibid., p. 213.   See also Soloviev, Vol. XXI, p. 200.
'T.N., p. 235.

1 The circumstances under which the trade connection between Great Britain and Persia via
Russia was established are described in Appendix I.